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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 USUN 3110 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TSPA UN 

SUB J : OUTER SPACE COMMITTEE COMPLETES WORK 

1. UN COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE 
COMPLETED ITS TWO WEEK SESSION LATE FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
JUNE 20 BY UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTING A REPORT ON THE 
FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 

2. WORK OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE: 

(A) MOON TREATY: THE COMITE COMMENDED TO MEMBER 
STATES THE TWO DRAFT ARTICLES X AND X BIS, REGARDING 
NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE MOON AND OTHER CELESTIAL BODIES, 
AS A POSSIBLE BASIS FOR REACHING A COMPROMISE SOLUTION 
ON THE PROBLEM OF NATURAL RESOURCES. THERE WAS RELATIVELY 
LITTLE DISCUSSION OF THE MOON TREATY DURING THIS SESSION, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 USUN N 03110 01 OF 02 210050Z 

PARTICULARLY AFTER NO DELEGATIONS INDICATED ANY 
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CHANGES IN THEIR POSITIONS SINCE THE LAST MEETING OF 
THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE. THE SOVIETS. HOWEVER, DID NOT 
DOWNPLAY THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS TREATY IN A WAY THEY 
HAD INDICATED THEY WOULD DO AT THE END OF THE LEGAL 
SUBCOMITE SESSION. 

(B) DIRECT BROADCASTING BY SATELLITES: THE COMITE 
SIMPLY EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH THE SET OF PRINCIPLES 
DRAFTED BY THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE AND AGREED THAT WORK 
SHOULD CONTINUE. ALTHOUGH THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE 
PRESSURE EARLY IN THE SESSION TO ATTEMPT TO CONTINUE 
THE NEGOTIATIONS OF LANGUAGE ON THESE PRINCIPLES DURING 
THIS SESSION, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE OF 
MR. VELLODI, THE INDIAN REPRESENTATIVE WHO CHAIRED THE 
DRAFTING GROUP IN THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE, NO SUCH WORK 
WAS ACCOMPLISHED, LARGELY BECAUSE THE US, THE FRG, THE 
UK AND A FEW OTHERS INDICATED THEY WOULD NOT NOW BE 
PREPARED TO MOVE FURTHER THAN IN THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE, 

AND HENCE SUCH WORK WOULD NOT BE VERY USEFUL. 

MR. VELLODI, WHO SERVED AS A VERY ACTIVE AND 
SUCCESSFUL CHAIRMAN, INDICATED PRIVATELY TO THE US AND 
SEVERAL OTHER DELS THAT HE WOULD NOT BE RETURNING TO 
THE UN TO CONTINUE THE WORK ON DBS BECAUSE OF WHAT HE 
CALLED THE UNCONSTRUCTIVE AND TROUBLED ATMOSPHERE 
TOWARD PROGRESS DEVELOPING IN T HE OUTER SPACE COMMITTEE. 
HE PERCEPTIVELY INDICATED TO USDEL (STOWE) THAT HE DID 
NO ANTICIPATE SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION OF THE DBS 
PRINCIPLES NEXT YEAR BECAUSE OF AN ABSENCE OF POLITICAL 
WILL TO DO SO, AND HE WAS RATHER VICIOUSLY ATTACKED BY 
THE SOVIET DEL THIS SESSION, BEING ACCUSED OF USING 
THIRD-RATE TACTICS AND UNBECOMING MANEUVERS IN HIS 
ATTEMPTS TO GAIN SUPPORT FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON SPACE APPLICATIONS. HE ALSO INDICATED TO OTHERS 
DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE US DEL DID NOT SUPPORT HIS 
ATTEMPTS TO ENCOURAGE SUCH A CONFERENCE OR TO STEP IN 
AND DEFEND HIM AGAINST THE SOVIET ATTACK. SUBSTANCE 
OF CONFERENCE DEBATE IS REFERRED TO BELOW. 

(C) ROMOTE SENSING: BY FAR THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF 
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TIME OF THE COMITE SESSION WAS DEVOTED TO THE SUBIECT 
OF REMOTE SENSING, EITHER IN THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE OR 
THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUBCOMITE CONTEXTS. WITH 
REGARD TO THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE, THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE 
DISCUSSED WAS THE MANDATE FOR FUTURE WORK, AND IN 
PARTICULAR HOW REFERENCE TO DRAFTING IN THIS AREA 
SHOULD BE MADE. THIS QUESTION WAS EVENTUALLY SENT TO A 
SMALL INFORMAL WORKING GROUP ATTENDED BY ABOUT TWELVE 
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DELEGATIONS, WHOSE WORK BECAME DIFFICULT AND PROTRACTED 
IN US DEL S VIEW PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE BRAZILIAN REP 
DAYRELL DE LIMA CONTINUOUSLY BLOCKED EFFORTS AT 
COMPROMISE IN ATTEMPT TO COMPELL COMITE TO RECOMMEND 
THAT THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE DRAFT LEGAL PRINCIPLES BUT 
WITHOUT RECOMMENDING THAT IT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 
LEGAL, ORGANIZATIONAL, ECONOMIC OR TECHNICAL IMPLICATIONS 
OF REMOTE SENSING BEFORE OR AS IT UNDERTOOK THAT DRAFTING. 
US DEL TOOK POSITION THAT ALTHOUGH DRAFTING ON 
PARTICULAR AREAS OF AGREEMENT COULD BEGIN BEFORE 
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED ON ALL AREAS, DRAFTING ON ANY ONE 
PARTICULAR AREA SHOULD NOT BE UNDERTAKEN WITHOUT FIRST 
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE ABOVE IMPLICATIONS. 

COMMENT: THE BRAZILIAN TACTIC WAS OBVIOUSLY IN REACTION 
TO SUCCESSFUL US EFFORTS DURING LAST LEGAL SUBCOMITE 
SESSION TO AVOID DRAFTING, AND IS PRESUMABLY BASED ON 
PRESUMPTION THAT THE LESS THESE DETAILED IMPLICATIONS 
ARE STUDIED, THE MORE LIKELY MANY COUNTRIES ARE TO 
SUPPORT THE BRAZIL- ARGENTINA TEXT. THIS OF COURSE 
IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY WE ARE ANXIOUS NOT TO HAVE 
THE SUBCOMITE MOVE TOO QUICKLY. END COMMENT. 

MANDATE FOR LEGAL SUBCOMITE EVENTUALLY AGREED 
REQUESTS SUBCOMITE ((A) TO CONTINUE ITS DETAILED LEGAL 
CONSIDERATION OF REMOTE SENSING FROM SPACE OF THE 
EARTH (I.E. OF ITS NATURAL RESOURCES AND ITS NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT) TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE VARIOUS VIEWS OF 
STATES EXPRESSED ON THE SUBIECT, INCLUDING PROPOSALS 
FOR DRAFT INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS, AND TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT ALL RELEVANT DISCUSSIONS, VIEWS AND CONCLUSIONS 
CONCERNING ORGANIZATIONAL, ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL 
ASPECTS OF REMOTE SENSING IN THE SCIENTIFIC AND 
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TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE INCLUDING THOSE CONTAINED IN 
THE REPORT OF ITS TWELFTH SESSION (A/AC.105/150, 

PARAS. 15-29), WITH A VIEW TO IDENTIFYING FURTHER 
COMMON ELEMENTS AMONG THE VIEWS OF STATES," AND "(B) 

TO PROCEED TO THE DRAFTING OF PRINCIPLES IN REGARD TO 
THOSE PARTICULAR AREAS OF THE SUBJECT WHERE COMMON 
ELEMENTS IN THE VIEWS OF STATES ARE IDENTIFIED." 

BRAZILIANS INSISTED ON EXPRESS IF UNWRITTEN AGREEMENT 
THAT AT LEAST HALF THE SUBCOMITE'S TIME ON REMOTE 
SENSING BE ALLOCATED TO DRAFTING REGARDLESS OF PARA (A), 
AND US DEL GAVE ITS EXPRESS IF UNWRITTEN REFUSAL TO 
ANY SUCH COMMITMENT. WE DID INDICATE, HOWEVER, THAT WE 
WERE NOT INTERESTED IN PREVENTING DRAFTING ALTOGETHER, 
BUT RATHER THAT WE WERE QUITE INTERESTED IN PREVENTING 
WHAT WE CONSIDERED IRRESPONSIBLE DRAFTING WITHOUT 
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REFERENCE TO THE SPECIFIED IMPLICATIONS. THE BRAZILIANS, 
FRENCH, AND SOVIETS INDICATED THEY INTENDED TO PRESS 
FOR DRAFTING AT NEXT SUBCOMITE SESSION ON BASIS OF FIVE 
AREAS OF COMMON AGREEMENT IDENTIFIED IN REPORT OF LAST 
LEGAL SUBCOMITE SESSION. THE SOVIETS PLAYED A 
RELATIVELY MODERATE ROLE IN THIS DEBATE, BUT THE FRENCH 
REP (CHAHID-NOURAI) ARGUED FORCEFULLY FOR DRAFTING 
TO BEGIN. FRENCH REP INDICATED TO US PRIVATELY, HOWEVER, 
THAT HE WAS CONCENTRATING ON PROCEDURAL DEBATE IN 
ORDER TO AVOID SUBSTANCE BECAUSE FRANCE WAS NOT 
QUITE AS CONFORTABLE AS IT USED TO BE WITH THE 
FRENCH-SOVIET TEXT. THE SUBSTANCE OF VARIOUS DRAFTS 
WAS NO DISCUSSED BY ANY DELS EXCEPT IN GENERAL 
DEBATE STATEMENT AT BEGINNING OF COMITE SESSION. 
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ID) DEFINITION OF OUTER SPACE: THE COMITE SIMPLY AGREED 
THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE SHOULD CONTINUE ITS WORK ON 
THIS SUBJECT, ALTHOUGH DETAILED STATEMENTS WERE 
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MADE BY ITALIAN DEL AND BY COSPAR OBSERVER. SOVIETS 
AGAIN PRIVATELY URGED US TO TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THE 
PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN ORDER TO PREEMPT LDC'S FROM 
COMING UP FIRST WITH A DEFINITION WHICH WOULD PROBABLY 
BE UNACCEPTABLE. 

3. REPORT OF THE SCEINTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUBCOMITE : 

(A) REMOTE SENSING: THE COMITE NOTED THE VIEWS OF 
THE STSC ON THIS ITEM, CONFIRMED IT VIEW THAT THE 
STUDIES OF ORGANIZATIONAL AND FINANCIAL MATTERS SHOULD 
PROGRESS TOGETHER WITH CONSIDERATION OF LEGAL ASPECTS 

OF REMOTE SENSING, AND ENDORSED THE RECOMMENDATION THAT 
THE SECRETARIAT PREPARE CERTAIN SPECIFIED STUDIES AND 
THAT THE SYG UNDERTAKE THE REQUESTED STEPS. 
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(B) UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON SPACE APPLICATIONS: 

AFTER EXTENSIVE DEBATE ON PROPOSAL BY AUSTRIA AND INDIS 
THAT THE COMITE ESTABLISH A SPECIAL AD HOC WORKING 
GROUP TO EXAMINE THE DESIRABILITY, ORGANIZATION, AND 
AGENDA OF A POSSIBLE UN CONFERENCE ON SPACE IN THE 
LATE 1970'S, THE COMITE FINALLY ADOPTED A COMPROMISE 
REQUEST THAT THE STSC "DEVOTE A NUMBER OF MEETINGS 
DURING ITS 13 TH SESSION, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CONVENING AN INFORMALWORKING GROUP DURING THAT SESSION, 
TO CONSIDER THE DESIRABILITY OF HOLDING AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON SPACE MATTERS, AND TO REPORT TO THE NEXT 
COMITE SESSION ON THIS SUBJECT..." THE COMITE ALSO 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW; THAT ATTENTION TO SPACE APPLICATIONS 
SHOULD BE PAID BY THE PROPOSED UN CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY DISCUSSED BY ECOSOC. 

ON THIS MATTER THE US DEL STATED THAT WHILE WE DID 
NOT OPPOSE THE IDEA OF HOLDING A CONFERENCE, WE COULD 
NOT SUPPORT ITS IMPLEMENTATION UNTIL SOME PURPOSE TO BE 
SERVED WAS IDENTIFIED AND AGREED. WE WERE THEREFORE 
WILLING FOR THE STSC TO EXAMINE THE DESIRABILITY, BUT 
AS OF NOW NOT FOR THE COMITE TO COMMIT ITSELF TO HOLD 
IT. THE SOVIETS WERE EXTREMELY NEGATIVE ABOUT EVERY 
ASPECT OF THE QUESTION. 

4. SCHEDULE OF WORK: 

THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO RECOMMEND TO THE UNGA THAT 
THE STSC SHOULD MEET 22 MARCH - 9 APRIL IN NEW YORK; THE 
LEGAL SUBCOMITE 3-28 MAY IN GENEVA; AND THE FULL 
COMITE 28 JUNE -9 JULY IN NEW YORK. THE RECOMMENDATION 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES THAT ALL FUTURE 
MEETINGS OF THE LEGAL SUBCOMITE BE HELD IN NEW YORK 
WAS HOTLY DEBATED, BUT THE COMITE EVENTUALLY 
RECOMMENDED THAT THE GA TAKE FULL ACCOUNT OF THE 
COMITE'S DESIRE TO CONTINUE THE NEW YORK-GENEVA 
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